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THE SURPRISE OF JOY 


“Oh not in solitude, if souls that hear me Catch from my joyaunce the 


surprise of joy.” 


What a lot of surprises are being 
prepared just now for Christmas! 
Children planning to surprise their 
parents, fathers and mothers thinking 
of surprises for the young folks, some 
remembering a lonely friend, others a 
confirmed invalid or one of thé great 
neglected in order that the Christmas 
morning may bring an unlooked for 
joy! Memory takes each of us back 
to many glad surprises, to the fun of 
sharing them, to the satisfaction in 
having prepared what the loved 
one never guessed we had for him, 
even the sham surprises when a gift, 
long in the making, was at last 
surreptitiously laid in a safe hiding 
place and discovered as if it had never 
been heard of before. 


It is fitting that this should be a 
season of surprises, for does it not 
recall the greatest surprise which was 
ever prepared for a needy world? 
That a baby born in a manger should 
be the Saviour of the World, that a 
lowly virgin should be given an infant 
whom sages from the Orient would 
hasten across the desert to worship, 
that the Creator of the Universe should 
seck to enter into loving. relations 
with His creatures through the person 
of His only begotten Son—could any 
more wondrous surprise be given to 
men and women whose ambitions are 
set upon power, wealth and success? 


‘“He hath put down princes from 
their thrones, 


And. hath exalted them of low 
degree, 


The hungry he hath filled with good 
things; 


And the rich he hath sent empty 
away.” 


Such was the surprise of Bethlehem 
and such is still the surprise awaiting 
any heart which is eager and awake, 
the continual surprise of joy to those 
who are not blase and professionalized 
in their religion. 


““T come in the little things,’’ saith 


the Lord, 
‘“ My starry wings I do forsake, 
Love’s highway of humility to take, 
Meekly I fit my stature to your need 
In beggar’s part 


About your gates I shall not 
plead, 


As man to speak to man, 
Till by such art, 
I shall achieve my immemorial plan, 


Pass the low lintel of the human 
heart.’’ 


For the child spirit every day holds 
a fresh wonder of divine grace. ‘There 
is no getting used to God’s goodness, 
It is a fresh miracle like the first 
blush of green on the elm trees every 
spring, like the new and unrepeatable 
beauty of a brilliant sunrise. 


cease to 


The surprise of joy may come to us 
in any of a thousand ways. ‘Lhe love 
and trust of a little child, the tears of 
a friend, the glory of an autumn day, 
the amazing comfort of the Lord in 
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the midst of crushing sorrow, the 
sudden light on a perplexity, the still 
small yoice in the quiet hour, the 
response of one who has heard the 
gospel message, the return of a 
wanderer,—how many soever are the 
experiences of life, joyous or sorrowful 
rough or smooth, in 1ot one of them 
need we miss the astonishment of the 
child whose father has prepared for 
him something “ too good to be true ’’. 
“ All things work together for good to 
them that love God.’’ 


So one lesson the Christmastide 
holds for us will be that we should 
‘tread all life’s way with awed, 
expectant feet,’’ remembering that the 
great surprise of Bethlehem is no 
isolated event in human history. To 
share its wy and wonder daily is also 
to be enabled daily to take up the 
cross and follow Him. 


We all know that it is not enough 
to receive at Christmas. How poor a 
lestival if we accepted and never 
offered! Truly we learn in these days 
that it is more blessed to give than to 
receive. What surprises are we 
preparing for the people who live with 
us? What a pleasant shock it would 
he to find that the old grievance they 
have heard about so often had been 
forgotten for once (and perhaps for 
ever!), to see that we were really more 
interested in their concern than in our 
own, to find not a trace of the 
rescutment which has added a bitter 
flavour to our intercourse these many 
months, to discover something of the 
inner self we have hidden in a false 
reserve, to be trusted again in spite of 
that last failure that disappointed us 
eo sorely! What will it mean for each 
of us if Christ be born again in our 
hearts this day? This question 
cannot be laid aside when once it has 
been asked. There are so many 
“hidden faults’? which need to be 
revealed before we can be clear of 
them. We may have a surprise in 
store in secing ourselves as others see 
us, and thus being put in the way of 
a fresh {spiritual adventure. How 
will we take a surprise like this, 
humbly or resentfully? 


Whatever the experiences of life, we 
have as followers of Christ, no right 
to be joyless. It was in the hour o 
His deepest anguish that He turned 
His dejected friends and said, “A 
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and ye shall receive, that your joy 
may be full’’. And it was in that 
hour that he prayed, “‘that they may 
have my joy made full in themselves ”’. 
The Man of Sorrows was also the Lord 
of Joy. Our preaching may often 
miss the mark, our entreaties nay 
fail, our arguments may be insufficient. 
But what matter if our joy be 
infectious? If there be an abiding 
and ever renewed delight in our 
hearts, if Jesus be to us in truth “the 
joy of loving hearts’’ as we so often 
sing, will there not be something 
irresistible about us in this sad world? 
** He has a genius for making friends’’, 
people sometimes say. Is it not 
because people enjoy being with him, 
because he can forget himself enough 
to be truly interested in them, because 
he has no hard crust about his 
personality, no spikes that prick the 
unwary? If Christ be born in us 
afresh in these days of wonder is it 
not certain that some will catch from 
our joyaunce the surprise of joy? 


H. T. H, 


SOME RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 
IN THE NATIONAL ANTI-OPIUM 
ASSOCIATION OF CHINA 


A Real People’s Movement. According 
to the latest statistics, the National 
Anti-Opium Association is meeting 
with a very wide response from the 
whole nation. Over 700 cities in 24 
provinces observed the National Anti- 
Opium Day, September 28th, and 230 
centers have organized for an effective 
fight against opium. The petition of 
the Association sent to the Geneva 
Conference and to the Peking govern- 
ment was signed by over two thousand 
organizations in the different pro- 
vinces, representing over two million 
people. ‘Thirty or forty responses to 
this petition are still coming in every 
day. It is quite safe to say that 
public opinion against this great evil 
has been awakened in China and is 
expressing itself as never before. 


Members of some of the branch 
associations have actually begun to 


fight against the compulsory planting 


of the poppy. A few weeks ago a 


leader in the Anti-Opium Movement 
in the Province of Fukien was arrested 
by local officers for stirring up the 
people against the order to plant the 
poppy. But as public opinion was 


so strong against the action of the 


local officer, the victim was released 
right away, and the officer was put 
out of his position by the civil 
governor of Fukien. This shows that 
public opinion is gradually gaining 
ground in regard to the Anti-Opium 
Movement. 


Meetings Held. The regular weekly 
meeting of the Association, which 
was formerly held in the guest room 
of the General Chamber of Commerce 
of Shanghai has recently taken place 
in the Committee Room of the 
National Christian Council, for the 
reason that this location seemed to 
he more convenient. All of the 
important matters of the Association 
are discussed and decided by this 
weekly meeting. Besides these weekly 
meetings, there have been several 
special meetings and committee 
meetings. 


Local Centers Visited. The Associa- 
tion has sent several representatives to 
different provinces to promote the 
Anti-Opium Movement and they have 
met with great success wherever they 
were sent. Mr. M. T. Tchou of the 
National Committee of the Y.M.C.A. 
was sent to Fukien and Kwangtung 
on behalf of the Association and 
started a very remarkable inovement 
in the British Colony of Hongkong. 
Dr. Herman C. E, Liu went to Hupeh, 
Honan, Kiangsi and Anhwei. Al- 
though on account of the political 
disturbances he was unable to go to 
all of the places he had intended to 
visit, yet he has done very good work 
on this trip, especially in being able 
to get the Conference of National 
Educational Associations, held at 
Kaifeng, to pass a resolution in 
support of the Anti-Opium Movement. 
Mr. L. T. Chen went to Shantung, 
Chihli, Fengtien and Kirin and found 
that the people in those provinces are 
all ready to respond to the movement. 
Miss May Chang of the Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union went to 
Ningpo and founded a branch Asso- 
ciation in that city. Through Miss 
Chang’s untiring efforts the different 
bodies in that city participated in the 
movement and a city wide campaign 
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ts being planned for New /Year’s 
day. The Association has also asked 
Rev. K. T. Chung to promote the 
miovement in West China on his 
proposed trip to Szechwan. 


Cooperation with the Government. The 
Association requested its President, 
Mr. George C. Hsu, on his trip to 
Peking to secure the help of the 
variou3 political leaders in this move- 
ment, especially to include the opium 
problem in the forth-coming round 
table conference. He was also to ask 
the Cabinet and the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs to instruct their 
delegates at the Geneva Conference 
to express the firm decision of the 
Chinese government against opium 
planting, and at the same time to call 
the attention of the different nations 
to the necessity of their cooperation 
in doing away with the narcotie evil. 
All of these requests have been 
granted. The Prime Minister has 
already instructed the Minister of the 
Interior to call a preliminary “‘ Opium 
Conference’, in order to make recom- 
mendations regarding the proper 
measures to be taken for the suppres- 
sion of opium. The Association is 
bending every effort to cooperate with 
the Minister of Interior in this 
respect. The International Anti- 
Opium Association in Peking has 
come into very close understanding 
with the Association and has agreed 
to cooperate in every possible way. 
We believe that through this mutual 
working we can achieve’ greater 


results. 


Geneva Conference. The Association 
in its Mass Meeting for the Shanghai 
community, August twenty-fourth, 
elected Chancellor Tsai Yuan Pei, Dr. 
Wu Lien Te and Mr. T. Z. Koo, to be 
the peoples’ representatives to the 
Geneva Conference. Unfortunately 
neither Chancellor Tsai nor Dr. Wu 
were able to attend the Conference on 
account of previous engagements and 
so only Mr. Koo attended the meeting. 
The government was well represented 
by Minister Alfred S. Sze, with whom 
Mr. Koocooperated. The Association 
has been, sending them information 
about the peoples’ movement from 
time to time andso Mr. Sze was able 
to maintain his position with regard 
to the situation. In the second 
Conference Mr. was elected Vice- 


Chairman and Mr. Koo was permitted 
to present a petition and to speak for 
the Chinese people. | 


Future Steps. The Association has 
decided to make this Movement a 
permanent one. Recentiy a budget 
of $10,000 has been provided for and 
they are looking for a_ full-time 
Secretary. Another Mass Meeting 
for the Shanghai Community is being 
organized and will be held at the local 
Y.M.C.A. of Shanghai, December 7. 
It is hoped that a National Anti- 
Opium Conference will be called for 
sometime next spring. Steps have 
been taken to organize an Investiga- 
tion Commission in conjunction with 
the Government. The Assoc‘ation is 
also trying to tackle this problem 
through education. The Association 
for the Advancement of Education 
and the National Educational Asso- 
ciation have both agreed to include 
the opium evil in the text books for 
the primary schools. Sothe emphasis 
of the work of the Association will be 
in education and practical suppression 
measures through the Government; 
instead of just stirring up pubiic 
opinion as it has been up to the time 
of the Geneva Conference. 


G. 


Special Notice: The International 
Anti-'’pium Association in °eking is 
now engaged on the early investiga- 
tion of poppy cultivation, and a 
personal letter has been sent to many 
missionaries in regard thereto. We 


‘especially urge that missionaries who 


have been approached and others who 
may not have had the inquiry 
addressed to them will send as 
speedily as possible to Dr. Aspland, 
International Anti-Opium  Associa- 
tion, 40 Teng Shih Kou, Peking, any 
information which they may be able 
to gather on the subject. The Chin- 
ese National Anti-Opium Association 
which is the organization through 
which the National Christian Council 
is making its contribution to this 
problem is cooperating in the in- 
vestigation, but it would be well that 
missionaries should send their infor- 
mation direct to Peking. ‘The results 
of the investigation will be made use 
of by both organizations which are 
working in the fullest accord in regard 
to the whole program. 


PREPARE FOR THE ‘* NEW 
SPRING’”’ EVANGELISM. 


When this Bulletin reaches you 
most of the churches will be in the 
midst of joy commemorating the birth 
of our Lord Jesus Christ nineteen 
hundred and twenty-four years ago 
and experiencing afresh the power of 
His gospel in us. And this is the 
time too, when the sun starts his 
return after the winter solstice; the 
time the Chinese cal] the “‘ return of 
life.’’ Amidst this blessed festival 
and the hope it creates in our hearts 
notwithstanding the disorder and woe 
of these days, is it not the duty of 
every Christian to proclaim the words 
of comfort, peace, hope, light and life 
to our brethren? 


We know after the Christmastide 
the missionary readers of the Bulletin 
will be preparing for the “new 
spring’’ evangelistic campaign, (Pf 
4e4)32L), or in old terms, The Week 
of Evangelism during China New 
Year (Hil). May we present 
some suggestion-, mainly based upon 
many years’ experience as a Chinese 
pastor, as to the things we -hould 
bear in mind when planning for this 
week? 


1. Period of Prayer. The World 
for Christ movement was started in 
an upper chamber at Jerusalem where 
one hundred and twenty faithful men 
and women prayed for the descent of 
the Holy Spirit. Is it not high 
time that the pastors, evancelists, 
catechists, Bible women, Sunday 
School teachers, presbyters, and 
vestrymen, together with faithful 
members of the churches, should 
gather together for earnest prayer by 
silence and waiting, petition, and 
intercession, to prepare for the 
coming of the Lord to their hearts 
that they may be empowered to 
accomplish this task? It is easy to 
start a big evangelistic campaign with 


well organized machineries, but if we 


depend only upon buman methods 
there will not be an in-gathering of 
souls to His Kingdom. Our Lord 
commanded His disciples to wait in 
Jerusalem and when the Holy Spirit 
descended upon them they would 
bear witness for Him in Judea, 
Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth. Where is our Jerusalem?” 


| 
| 
| | 
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Where the church workers meet in 
their own “‘ upper chamber.” What 
is our “‘ Judea?’’ The vital member- 
ship of the congregation. Who are 
our “‘Samaritans?’’ “fhose members 
who have fallen away. What are 
the ends of the earth?” The entire 
non-Christian cOmmunity in which 
we live. ‘The soul-winning evange- 
lism is to begin with the workers, 
extend from them to the vital mem- 
bers, from vital members to cold- 
hearted ones, and from coldhearted 
ones to non-Christians. 


» I. Goto Church Sunday. It is 
the definite suggestion from the 
Standing Committee on Retreats and 
Evangelism of the Nationa! Christian 
Council that the first Sunday of the 
old Chinese New Year be observed as 
Go To Church Sunday. 
H). The aim is to challenge the 
congregations with the fact that it is 
no use to add new members to the 
church if old ones backslide. This 
would be just like a funnel into 
which you add at the top only to lose 
at the bottom. We must bring back 
all the brethren that have lost con- 
nection with the church before the 
Week of Evangelism starts. Let every 
member present be specially respon- 
sible for a certain number of persons. 
Their names and addresses ehould be 
written out on cards beforehand so 
that it will take no time to hand 
them out when the appeal is given. 


lil. Visualizing our Task. If we 
want to help every worker and 
member of our church to try his level 
best in the coming week of preaching, 
there is no more effective way than 
presenting the particular line of 
evangelism at which we are aiming 
this year. Rural Kvangelism. If 
China is to be won for Christ the 
rural people, constituting about 
three-quarters of the population, must 
be evangelized. This year church 
workers appreciate, as never before, 
the immense unfinished task in the 
villages. Is not this week a great 
opportunity to mobilize all the forces 
in our constituency for aggressive 
country preaching, canvassing every 
market town and village, dividing our 
forces into bands, as Christ sent out 
the seventy by twos? They will be in 
a way explorers into the fields of our 
uture work and will have an 


opportunity to get a vision of the task 
ahead which will help them to become 
leaders. 


City Evangelism. This is the age 
when the non-Christian demands 
testimony of our Christian unity. On 
account of divisions our appeal to the 
public is frequently weakened. No 
doubt in many cities where there are 
several churches they have already 
combined to form union prayer 
meetings, evangelistic committees, 
church federations or councils which 
are thinking out and tackling the 
problems of the community aaa whole. 
The Week of Evangelism is one of the 
best opportunities for co-ordination 
and cooperation in our whole 
evangelistic out-reach. We hope the 
Lord will bless this year’s effort so 
that many cities will be shaken by the 
preaching in the name of the Lord, 
and many of His lost children will 
repent of their sins and believe in 
Christ Jesus our Saviour. Every 
church member or worker will be 
enlisted for this city-wide campaign. 


Evangelism through the Home. Since 
awakening to the importance of the 
Christian Home as the unit of the 
congregation, pastors and ministers 
are looking over their flocks not as an 
aggregate of single individuals, but in 
terms of families. Every home in the 
congregation becomes a life giving 
center from which the church is able 
to spread the word of God. We know 


the congregation once accomplished 


marvellous results by organizing its 
members around thirteen families. 
Opportunities for bearing witness, for’ 
better conservation work, and the 
rekindling of the fire on the family al- 
tars, were direct results of that home 
evangelism work, 


IV. Organization of the Cam- 
paign. The success of the indigenous 
evangelism in Shanghai in 1923 when 
10,000 people were reached in six 
meetings and over 1000 _ people 
signified their desire to join Bible 
classes, was due to the organization of 
different forces into ten committees, 
headed by ten captains, so to speak, 
who took charge of the ten divisions 
of the crusade. 


The Committee on Survey. Their 
duty was‘to find out the exact forces 
available for the work, and also facts 


duty of this committee was not only 


on gocial conditions, to put at the 
disposal of the officers or preachers, 


Committee on Publicity. Their aim. 
was to Jet the whole city know what 
the Christians were doing, through 
advertisement, newspapers, hand bills, 
tickets. 

Committee on Music. Everything 
counts in evangelism. Good singing 
is a great help in this work. The 


to provide special musie by choirs but 
also to collect appropriate hymns with 
which the audience, even though non- 
Christians, could praise the Lord too. : 


Committee on Decoration. This 
committee was to provide the place 
for meeting and to arrange the hall 
attractively, to see about lighting, etc., 
so that all might be comfortable and 
remain until the end of the meeting. 
They were also respensible for items 
of business. 


Committee on Ushers. For the 
meetings in Shanghai, each one of : 
which was attended by over 1500 
persons, they had three hundred : 
ushers, each one responsible for a row | 
of seats. They looked after non- +s 

| 


Christians, sought chances for 
personal talks, etc. Through these 
ushers “decision ’’ cards, were distri- 
buted and gathered up within five or 
also distributed 
the 


ten minutes. 


tracts in Same way. By 

means of their silent prayer the | 
evangelist is able to preach wi‘h the 
congregation so that the unseen power - . 

of the Holy Spirit will be overflowing | 


in the house. 


Committee on Intercession. This Com- 
mittee’s responsibility was to see 
that the churches, schools, Christian 
organizations, homes and prayer 
circles were praying for the meetings 
before, during the meeting, and after. 


Committee for Conservation. It is too 
Jate to start conservation work after 
the meeting is over. Beat the iron 
while it is hot. This committee had 
to see that those who decided to 
accept Christ or to study His word 
were recommended to join Bible 
classes in the city immediately, and 
finally to be regular inquirers, pro- 
bationers, or catachumens. 


| 
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Editorial Committee. We have 
Christian newspaper reporters and 
also writers who can preach the gospel 
through their vocation. The word 
spoken is only for a time. The 
written character speaks for ages. 
This committee was responsible for 
making reports about city evangelism 
to the daily press and also a brief 
summary of the preacher’s message. 
‘They were also to see that appropriate 
tracts were used, and if necessary. 
that they be written especially for 
these meetings. 


Finance Committee. The Shanghai 
churches did not start their evange- 
listic movement with a campaign for 
money. They all felt confident that 
the Lord would provide for His own 
work. This committee therefore was 
the last organized and they received 
all that was needed. 


General Committee. They attended 
to the matter of arranging the work 
as a whole, saw that all the different 
committees carried out their work, 
and alvo co-ordinated the work of 
these committees. Several strong 
workers of the churches gave their full 
time to preparing for, carrying on, 
and conserving the work of the Week 
of Evangelism. 


In giving you the above account of 
how Shanghai organized its forces we 
do not mean to suggest to other cities 
that they simply copy this idea. We 
think that every worker or member 
who is willing to join in the Week of 
Evangelism should be given some 
definite duty to perform, and it needs 
a careful and scientific study of the 


‘constituency to assign work to them 


in the different departments and to 
guide them to act as the different 


parts of one body. 


V. The Week of Evangelism. 


_When the first day of this Week comes 


the members and workers ‘know 
exactly what they should do in the 
city, or in the village or the home. 
‘All of them are praying, and many 


| evans are looking forward 


Yo these days. In shops you may see 
advertisements about the days of the 
meeting, the subject and the preacher. 
‘On street corners you may see a 
Christian handihg out handbills to 
his friend, urging him to come. So 
‘when the opening day of the Week 


‘message today. 


approaches you may find every Chris- 
tian bringing a non-Christian friend to 
attend the meeting. These are wel- 
comed by the ushers, taken to a seat 
and given the hymns so that they can 
join in the singing service. After 
prayer, -Bible reading, and sume 
remarks, the field is ready for the 
sowing of the seed, to be followed by 
a great in-gathering of sheaves in the 
harvest, Let us imagine what a 
blessing it is to be in that company, 
to feel the power of God and to receive 
His grace. 


V. Period of Conservation. 
Evangelism is not merely the end, but 
both the beginning of the work and the 
completion. It is the beginning in 
that it creates faith in men who have 
never heard the gospel or been near to 
Christ; it is the completion to those 
who have inquired for months or 
maybe for years, who take this chance 
for final decision to follow Christ and 
adopt His way of lhiving. Many 
evangelistic efforts only bloom for a 
while without reaping fruitsat all. It 
is because workers as well as ( hristian 
members do not fulfill their stewardship 
in being responsible for leading the new 
believers who come into His Kingdom. 
It needs intercession; it needs constant 
fellowship; it needs personal talk; it 
needs helping in nurture by means of 
Christian books or literature; it needs 


leading the inquirer into the habit of 


Bible reading and praying and doing 
service for the Lord; and it needs rela- 
ting him to the congregation where the 
introducer will finally see the new 
branch well grafted. We may do it 
through our own home or our friend’s 
home, through Bible study groups, or 
even through forms of detinite service 
which may. create a deeper spiritual 
friendship and give him a chance for a 
venture of faith. 


Vi. Dr. Cheng’s Special Tract. 
The Council is preparing one Bulletin 
entirely in Chinese for the Christians 
which contains the same materia! that 
you have read and calls upon the 
workers and members of every congre- 
gation and Christian organization to 
mobilize for this work in this season. 
Besides this, Dr. Cheng has written a 
tract for the non-Christians, based upon 
the conditions in China and our 
We think Dr. Cheng’s 
experience gained in his travels in 


China and other parts of the world will 
make this a timely tract for the 
churches to use. 


Suggestions ard Information. 
The standing Committee on Retreats 
and Evangelism will deeply appreciate 
it if friends who are handling this 
campaign will make brief reports to 
them on ways of conducting the Week © 
of Evangelism, main features of this 
years work, how to conserve the 
results, etc. Dr. Hodgkin and the 
other secretaries of the Council will also 
be glad to give out any information 
they have gathered through their 
experience. 


Shall we entrust our whole efforts to 
our Lord? Shall we as missionaries, 
Chinese pastors, men and women of 
the congregations rededicate ourselves 
to this sacred work of saving souls? 
The whole nation is groaning for pro- 
phetic messages. The people of the 
(‘hinese Republic are more ready than 
they have ever been. ‘For a great 
door and effectual is opened!" 


K. T. C. 


REPORT ON RECENT 
RETREATS 


During the months of October and 
November several retreats have been 
held at which at least one of the 
secretaries has been present. Every 
such gathering has its own specific 
Character due to the personnel, the 
circumstances, the particular needs up- 
permost in the minds of those present, 
and so forth. Two or three have been 
held in or near Shanghai. One full day 
was spent with the secretaries of the 
national committees of the Y. M. and 
Y. W. C. A. who were likely to be 
travelling during the autumn. The 
purpose was to pray and_ think 
together in regard to the message we 
were secking to give to those visited, 
the emphasis which should be given — 
to particular aspects of it, and its 
relation to the present. religious 
tendencies in China especially. among 
students. Attention was giyen, among 
other things, to the position taken by 
Mr. ©, C. Nieh in his recently pub- 
lished pamphlet, to the significance 
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of the reform movementin Buddhism 
and to the nature of the anti-Christian 
movement. It was pointed out that 
the last named is inspired even more 
by a hatred of imperialism than by a 
dislike of religion or of foreign in- 
fluence. There was earnest question- 
ing as to how far we were unconscious- 
ly domineering in our approach to 
non-Christians, seeking to press upon 
them our conceptions of truth rather 
than giving them the truth as we see it 
and seeking chiefly that their own 
hearts might respond to it. <A very 
frank and sincere discussion led to 
much heartsearching—a time of fresh 
consecration to the supreme task of 
making Christ known in China. 


This was followed up by another 
gathering when a smaller group 
discussed in detail the objective and 
method of evangelistic work. The 
following record of the discussion 
on the former point may be given as 
an indication of what proved to bea 
very interesting discussion. 


1” To give men a truer under- 
standing of what the Christian 
life is. In other words, what 
it means to be a Christian. 


2. To lead men to take a definite 
attitude towards Christianity, 
that is to lead men to definite 
decisions. The concensus of 
opinion seemed to be that 
decisions might be of many 
different degrees, including the 
taking of a right attitude 
towards moral and social issues, 
toward corruption in society, 
unrighteousness, and toward 
the use of their own life. 


3. To show men that the Christian 
life is the development of a way 
of life. To implant the idea 
that the decision is the begin- 


ning of a process rather than 
an end in itself. 


4. To lead men to make their own 
discovery of God. 


5. ‘To help students in the solution 
of their own personal problems. 


6. To help men to find their own 


expression of their spiritual 
life. 


A good deal of attention was given 


to the use of discussion groups and 
questions as a means of making 
- contacts, helping students to express 


themselves and discussing the point 
of view. The use of cards for re- 
gistering decisions was discussed and 
there was a general agreement that 
such cards should not be limited to a 
single point such as a definite decision 
to follow Christ or to accept Him as 
Saviour, but that some who could 
only see as far, say, as to decide to 
join a /3ible Circle or to take Christ 
as an example might have the oppor- 
tunity to record such a decision. 
More definite instruction as to what 
is involved in the Christian life seems 
to be needed, so that the student who 
may reach a decision may not feel he 
has been cheated. In conducting a 
group for discussion it is most 
important to establish a, sense of 
confidence in the leader. Students 
often do not care to speak because 
of timidity. It is often the fear 
of the consequences of a question 
that keeps them from expressing 
themselves. In order to bring 
about such confidence we need to 
honor the students by making them 
feel that they are in a position of 
equality with the leader. We need 
to take men at their best. The leader 
should always show that he is taking 
the student attitude of mind. This 
can be done through the opening 
addresses of a campaign by a certain 
type of talk. 


The retreat closed with a deep 
sense of the responsibility of present- 
ing Christ to the young people of 
today and earnest prayer that we 
might be led to do it faithfully and 
wisely. 

During October Dr. Hodgkin visited 
Peking and held a retreat for students 
at the Language School, besides 
undertaking some service of a similar 
kind for the student workers in the 
city. Atthe Language School Retreat 
which was held at Wo Fu Ssu the 
main topics were the Christian 


Message, its Delivery and _ the 
Messenger. The difficulties which 


keep Chinese away from the Church 
today were spoken to by Myfawny 
Wood, Leighton Stuart and others 
who were able to bring their ex- 
perience and wisdom into the group. 
Several of the students had seen.some 
years of service in China already and 
this added much interest to the 
gathering, which was marked by a 
very earnest spirit throughout. 


This 


is the second retreat held in the 
Peking School and in each case much 
was done to bring a sense of spiritual 
unity into the group and to remove 
some of the difficulties which, even 
in a missionary circle, tend to keep 
people at a distance from one another. 


A very useful retreat was held at 
the end of the month by the recently 
formed Secretaries’ Association in 
Shanghai. This organization brings 
together persons engaged in adminis- 
trative work and having their 
headquarters in or near Shanghai. 
About sixteen attended during two 
days at the Shanghai Baptist College. 
The place of the missionary in the 
future of the Church in China and 
the problems connected with devolu- 
tion of responsibility from foreign to 
Chinese bodies were frankly discussed, 
It was a time of real spiritual 
fellowship and refreshment as well as 
of helpful interchange of thought. 
One only wishes that, among officials 
of many kinds there were more such 
opportunities for unhurried and in- 
formal intercourse and quiet medita- 
tion and prayer. 


Dr. C. Y. Cheng led a four days’ 
retreat at Chefoo early in November. 
at which Dr. and Mrs. Hodgkin 
were also present. Leaders from 
nearly all the churches in Chefoo 
were present and some of the most 
difficult questions in the life of the 
church and its work in the city were 
frankly faced. Throughout the period 
the prevailing thought was ‘‘ How 
can the Christian forces work more 
effectively for the establishment of 
the Kingdom of God in this city ?’’ 
Matters of personal living and of the 
application of Christian principles to 
daily life were brougnt into the open, 
and it was evident that some were 
convicted of sin and helped to see 
their duty and privileges as Christians 
in a new light. Some discussion of 
the problems involved in cooperation 
was taken up and this led to a 
subsequent meeting when the relation 
of Chefoo to the National Christian 
Council was discussed in a friendly 
and frank way. The periods of 
worship were often times of deep- 
fellowship and some of the talks with. 
which the subject under discussion 
was brought to a close were most 
inspiring ‘and uplifting. A great 
feature of this retreat, as of others. 
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reported above, was the Bible Study 
at the beginning of each day when 


‘light broke forth afresh from the 


inspired words and we were given a 
sense of our unity in one Lord. 


News has come to hand of one or 
two other retreats held recently. 
The use of this method seems to haye 
been vindicated in the experience of 
many. The retreat is not to be 
thought of as a spiritual luxury for 
the few, but as an important ineans 
by which the church may be helped 
to do its essential work and may gain 
deepened spiritual life and fresh 
vigour for that end. 


H. T. H. 


DR. C. Y. CHENG AND THE 
CHINESE HOME MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY. 


One of the directions in which 
our esteemed friend Dr. Cheng 
expressed his energy and his aspira- 
tions for the Church in China was 
the founding of the Chinese Home 
Missionary Society where his initiative 
was one of the chief causes leading to 
its inauguration. This being so it 
was not unnatural that the officers of 
the Society should turn to him on his 
return to China in order to secure his 
further help. At the Annual Meeting 
of the Chinese Home Missionary 
Society last July he was called to the 
chairmanship. ‘The call was the more 
urgent because considerable changes 
were felt to be desirable both in the 
central administration and in the field 
work. Problems had arisen as so 
often happens in missionary work, 
which called for a visit to the field on 
the part of one or more representatives 
of the Executive. The call to Dr. 
Cheng was therefore no formal one. 
It carried with it an urgent request 
that he give some months of con- 
secutive work to the Society both in 
Shanghai and in Yunnan. 


The problems calling for solution 
are by no means simple, and the 
Committee felt that Dr. Cheng was 
the only person who could give just 
what was needed. A _ full three 
months was mentioned as the 


minimum time for the accomplish- 
ment of this service. 


To the National Christian Council 
the request came at a peculiarly 
unfortunate time. Dr. Cheng had 
just returned from America to take up 
his new duties. He had scarcely had 
time to turn around and to get to 
know his new colleagues, to see the 
direction being taken by the N. C. C, 


~and to put into its work the thou 


ht 
and experience which the Council 
been so eagerly looking for. It always 
takes a little time for adjustments to 
be made in a small group when a new 
member enters it. The cost to the 
Council of his withdrawing at such a 
time was seen to be a very large one. 


In spite of this the Executive 
Committee, acting through the local 
members and one or two others whose 
counsel could be secured at short 
notice, felt that the request could not 
be refused. The Home Missionary 
Society is linked closely up to all for 
which the National Council stands. 
Its success or failure is a matter of 
moment to all the members of the 
Council and the Church as a whole. 
Dr. Cheng’s services were urgently 
sought and the Executive believed 
that the call of the Society was the 
call of God to our secretary. 


We wish Dr. Cheng every success 
in the difficult task he has undertaken. 
It is impossible here to detail the 
serious nature of the problems to be 
faced, but it will be enough to say 
that there is a very serious financial 
situation and that a somewhat drastic 
reorganization of the Society is 
believed by the Committee to be 
essential. We believe that Dr. 
Cheng’s insight and experience will 
be invaluable in this situation, but 
we realize that in his own strength, 
they are not enough. May all readers 
of the Bulletin join in seeking divine 
wisdom and power for our Secretary 
in this great task. 


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION. 


The work of the Committee on 
Religious Education is being carried 
on at the present time through group 


conferences in different parts of 
China. One such was held in Peking 
in October at the time of Dr. Hodg- 
kin’s visit under the chairmanship of 
Miss Nowlin who is acting as con- 
venor of the North China group. 
Plans were made for a conference to 
be held early next year in North 
China and to be arranged by the 
Chibli-Shansi Educational Associa- 
tion. It is hoped that this conference 
will include those whe are working 
in connection with the various schools 
and studying the problems of curri- 
culum work as well as many who are 
engaged in Sunday School and 
voluntary classes. Further attention 
was given to the development of 
specific pieces of investigation, more 
particularly to the work inaugurated 
at the Pei Tai Ho Conference last 
summer for the study of the religious 
needs of young people of sixteen and 
seventeen years of age. 


In December a conference is being 
held in South China under the 
chairmanship of Dr. Lyon, chairman 
of the National Christian Council 
Committee, at which Dr. Hodgkin 
also expects to be present. 


In connection with the work for 
young people we wish to draw 
attention to the development of a 
epecial line of activity by the World 
Alliance of Y. M. C. A.’s in Geneva. 
Mr. Basil Mathews, 
already as the author of several books 
for young people, especially Living- 
stone, the Pathfinder, and Paul, the 
Dauntless, has been appointed as the 
leader of this work, The object is to 
produce literature for boys between 
the ages of twelve and eighteen or 
twenty and to make this literature 
available for use all over the world. 
The objective of the World’s Con:- 
mitee has been defined as foliows: 


‘The aim of Y.M.C.A. work for 
boys is to assist in bringing to 
them that nurture, both social and 
personal, which shall stimulate 
and sustain their growth into 
acceptance of the purpose of God 


for the life of Society, and 
responsible participation in _ its 
achievement. 


“To provide literature for boys 
and workers with boys, best suited 
to help in the achievement of the 
Association’s aim.”’ 


well-known 
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Mr. Mathews, writing about the 


Plan, makes the folkowing- comment 


‘A vital factor in every: range 

‘of such work. both. within the 
Association organization and out- 
side it, in connection. with the boy 
Life of all races, is a varied, 
~ powerful and attractive Christian 
literature for boys and the leaders 
of boys everywhere. That literature 


must be—for the most part—in the _ 


languages of the nations to which 
the boys and their, leaders belong. 
By the adjective ‘‘ Christian’’ we 
do not mean solely literature that 
presents Christianity in theory or 
action (though such a literature is 
obviously central to our purpose), 
but a literature that looks at the 
world through Christian eyes and 
presents the relation of the boy te 
life (e.g. as employee or future 
master, as son, brother or future 
parent, or as citizen of a town, of a 
nation, or of a world of related 
nations, and so on), all from a 
Christian point of view. 


‘Obviously, so stupendous a 
field cannot coneeivably be fully 
covered by one .ema!! organization. 
And many publishing houses are 
producing boys’ literature on 
Christian lines—especially in the 
English-speaking world. No one 
else, however, is concentrating 
upon viewing the life of the 
boyhood of the whole world as a 


Christian educational field through 
literature. 


‘Our aim will not at all be to 
produce liferature in large quantities 
in Geneva. It will be:— 


(a) to survey the field, with a 
view to. discovering what 
literature is needed; 


(b) to discover first class literature 
published in one area, and 
make it available in other 
areas in other languages; 


{c) in the field unprovided for to 
| select the most urgent, vital 
and widespread needs; 


(d) to survey the available 
authorship of the world; 


to conceive editorially 
the ideal material to 
these needs; 


(f) to get the best authors (or 
group of workers and an 
author):to write the book or 
pamphlet,: article. or story 
that comes. closest. to that 

ideal; and 


(zg) to make that basis 
available in all parts of the 
world, {1) for translation 
(and better still, transmuta- 
tion through personalities), 
and (2) for publication in 
pamphlet or book form or in 
periodicals, within each area 
or nation where there is an 
effective demand for it. 


‘The need for pictures would 
be handled in a similar way, 
though it is, of course, an casier 
problem, translation being un- 
necessary. 


“The actual production would 
obviously largely be done through 
publishing houses (Christian or 
general) in those areas; the Asso- 
ciation where it provides the 
manuscript standing in relation to 
the publisher, as a rule, as owner 
of the copyright.” 


One of Mr. Livingstone’s own 
volumes, Livingstone, the Pathfinder, 
has already been published in Welsh, 
German, Tamil, Urdu, and Chinese 
and has had a very wide circulation. 
We hope that workers in this field 
will get into touch with Mr. Mathews 
direct and make suggestions writing 
out of their own sense of need. His 
address is, World’s Alliance of Y. M. 
C. A.’s, 3, Rue General Dufour, 
Geneva, Switzerland. 


MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON 
HIGHER EDUCATION 


The Council on Higher Education, 
organized in February last at the 
meeting of the China Association for 
Christian Higher Education, held its 
first meeting at St. John’s University, 
Shanghai, October 9th to 11th. The 
meeting was well attended, all but one 
of the members of the Council in China 
being present or being represented by 
proxy. 


- The Couricil i is fortunate in having as 
one of its members Dr. W. T. Tao, 
Director of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Education, whose 
intimate knowledge of the attitude of 
government educators toward Christian 
education made his presence particn- 
larly valuable. This was especially 
true in view of the fact of the growing 
opposition to mission: education due to 
the rising spirit of nationalism and 
also to the probable stimulus to govern- 
ment and Chinese private education 
through the use of Boxer Indemnity 
funds for educational purposes, 


A considerable amount of time was 
devoted to a discussion of the probable 
bearing of the use of Boxer Indemnity 
fonds for educational work upon 
Christian schools. The question as to 
whether under certain conditions it 
would be advisable for Christian In- 
stitutions to apply for help from these 
funds was very fully discussed. The 
Council favored the plan of entrusting 
the administration of these funds to 
foundations especially appointed for 
this purpose and upon each of which 
there should be a majority of Chinese 
members. It recommended to the 
Executive Committee of the Edu- 
cational Association that steps be 
taken by means of regional conferences 
or otherwise to secure from Chinese and 
foreign educators a frank discussion as 
to the bearing of Boxer Indemnity 
funds upo: Christian education. 


A Comumnittee on Standards appointed 
at the February meeting brought in a 
series of recommendations as to criteria 
of a standard college. These are being 
circulated amongst the colleges where 
are members of the Council and will 
come up for adoption at the next 
meeting. ‘lo this Committee on Stan- 
dards was referred the question as to 
what graduate courses of study should 
be developed by Christian institutions 
in China. There is some demand that 
work of this kind should be undertaken 
in a number of centers, and it was the 
opinion of the Council that such courses 
should only be developed after the 
fullest consultation between the institu- 


tions. It was agreed to appoint a 


College Entrance Board with a view to 
standardizing the requirements for 
admission to the Christian institutions. 
It was felt that the Council might well 
put its chief emphasis during the pre- 
sent year upon the further correlation 
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of the colleges and aniversities i in each 
region by adjustment of their depart- 
ments primarily with a view to the 
finaneial iseues involved in maintaining 
proper efficiency and the fullest service 
to the Christian movement. 


It has become quite clear that the 
question of the registration of the 
Christian schools is one which will 
have to be faced in the near future. 
The provincial authorities of Kiangsu 
Province have this past year required 
each student applying for admission 
to Southeastern University to present 
a stamped dipioma from a middle 
school. As a temporary arrangement 
about one hundred thirty diplomas 
from middle schools that were not 
registered were stamped this past 
year, and the students were admitted 
to the government institutions. It is 
expected that registration will be en- 
forced within the next year or two, 
Diplomas of registered schools will be 
stamped if the institution is of 
proper standing. The Council was 
informed that there is great proba- 
bility that other provinces will follow 
the same policy. It will be recognized 
at once that in view of the difficulty 
of registering an institution which 


-has compulsory Religious Education 


Christian institutions are face to face 
with a serious problem, A committee 
consisting of Dr. J. Leighton Stuart, 
chairman, Reverend E.C. Lobenstine, 
secretary, and Dr. W. T. Tao, was 
appointed to consider what can be 
under the circumstances to 
secure the registration of Christian 
Schools while retaining if possible, 
freedom to continue to require 
attendance of students at chapel and 
in courses in religion. 


Several of the members of the 


Council had recently returned from 


financial campaigns in North America 


and Europe in the interest of their 
institutions. While they had all met 
“with some success, it seemed evident 


that it would probably prove increas- 
ingly difficult for the missionary 


.Bocieties adequately to finance all 
the existing institutions, and the 


members of the Council were con- 
vinced as never before of the urgency 


of the utmost possible coordination 
of the work of Christian mares 
_Edueation in China. 


It was the feeling of all who’ 


gathered at this meeting that it was 
one of the most influential gatherings 
of its kind that has been held in 
China since the visit of the Educa- 
tional Commission, The Christian 
forces are facing a critical situation 
and. will need great -wisdom in 
dealing with the problems as they 
arise. These will not merely be 
confined to institutions of higher 
learning, but may become even more 
acute in connection with Christian 


schools of elementary and secondary . 


grade. 


PROPOSED PLAN FOR A 
RURAL WORKERS TRAINING 
SCHOOL 


The following plan has been received 
from South China where it is proposed 
to bring it into operation as soon as 
possible. We publish it in the hope 
that in other parts of China considera- 
tion may be given to the ideas put 
forward in this scheme, and that other 
pieces of work on similar lines may be 
started. The Committee on the Rural 
Church would be glad to receive in- 
formation of any similar experiments 
which are being carried out or are in 
contemplation, and also any criticisms 
or suggestions stimulated by the peru- 
sal of this scheme. All such material 
should be sent to Reverend K. T. Chung 
at the office of the National Christian 
Council. 


The nature of the school must be 
determined by the kind of worker that 
is to be trained. When once the pro- 
duct is determined then everything 
connected with the school must be such 
as to insure that product. 


1. The Type of Village Worker 
which the school should produce. 


(1) Work. A worker is desired who 


can conduct village welfare 


activities on the one hand and 


undertake the care and nur-— 


ture of the local group of 
- Christians on the other. The 


end sought is the Christian- ; | 


izing of the village. 


ome 


Support. A, worker. is desired 
who cam win his own support. 
His ability to do, so will 
depend upon the nature of 
' the service he renders and the 
need he meets: The only 
need and service now gener- 
ally recognized is that connec- 

ted with the school. 


(9) Standard of Living. A worker 
is 6 desired who can live 
near the village standard of 
living and within the salary 
which the village is able to 
pay. This means simple and 


frugal living. 


(4) Tastes and Habits. A worker is 
desired who will so love the 
country as to desire to con- 
tinue to live in it. Human 
interest must be strong and 
the love of nature. With this 
should be delight in the labor 
of home and field. " 


(5) Personality. worker is 
desired whose character and 
attainments will inspire and 
hold the confidence of village 
people. He must measure up 
to the old Confucian as well 
as the new Christian standard. 


2. Specialized Instruction. 


Instruction must be given leading 
directly to the special work for 
which students are being prepared. 


(1) Teacher Training. The school 
must first of all. turn out 
efficient teachers. The larger 
part of the curriculum must 
be in the nature of special 
training for the teaching of 
primary schools. Thisshould 


include primary subjects, 
educational theory and practice 
in teaching. 


(2). Religious Work Training. The 
object of ‘the school is only 
acoomplished - When __—itthe 
teacher is also 4 trained reli- 
gious leader. To this end the 
curriculum must provide a 
thorough ‘study 6f the Bible 
and practical traihing in the 

cyst conduct, of religious services, 


the care. a | purture of a 
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group of Christians and in the 
winning and instruction of 
converts. 


(8) Social Work Training. The 
religious worker will be able 
to effectively accomplish his 
work only as he is of help to 

_ the whole village. The cur- 
riculum must provide a study 
of village life and work 
with a view to developing 
methods of individual and 
community betterment. 


3. Special Nature of the School in 
view of the fact that it is to pro- 
vide workers for villages. 


The atmosphere and life of 
the school must be such as to pre- 
serve the instinct and habits of 
industry, frugality and simple 
living which are the priceless 
heritage of the thousands of years 
of village living. The interests 
awakened, the ideals created, the 
philosophy of life developed should 
be that of those who live by choice 
in the country. The democracy 
of those that toil with their hands 
must dominate the school. Loyalty 
to the past and sympathetic touch 
with the maases of people to-day 
demand an atmosphere truly 
Chinese. The whole life and en- 
vironment must direct the hope of 
the students to the better village, 
help him to visualize it in such a 
way as to believe in its practica- 
bility, and move him to devote 
his energies to its realization. All 
this may best be achieved by 
making the school itself a better 
village. 


4. The School Village. 


(1) Site. In the midst of farming 


villages, yet healthful and 
easy of access. 


(2) Buildings. The residences and 
dormitories should be village 
houses of the better sort re- 
modelled to insure light, 
cleanliness and convenience. 
In addition there should be a 
school-house, a meeting- 
house, a store, a workshop 
and a barn, 


©) Work, To each house should 
‘be attached a front yard and 


a garden. ~The house group 


should do all their own work, 


including care of house, yard 
and garden. Each group 
should be dependent upon its 
own garden for vegetables. 
Additional work with com- 
pensation should be provided 
in workshop, store and fields, 
orchards and public build- 
ings. 

(4) Community Life. Each house 
group should manage its own 
affairs. A village government 
should be organized to care 
for all public matters. Pro- 
vision should be made for 
community recreation. Var- 
ious co-operative undertakings 
should be encouraged. 


5. Problems for Specia! Investi- 
gation. 


(1) Best Plana for Rural Evangeliza- 
tion. Types of workers needed 
and their relation to each 
other and to the church. 


(2) Possibilities of Self-swpport in 
Village Work. Relation of 


salary which may be expected - 


to cost of living in a village. 


(s) Plans for School Village. How 


the village house may be 
remodelled. Grouping of 


houses. Estimate of costs. 


(4) School Site. Available places 
and estimated costs. 


(5) Manual Work inthe School. The 
best economic group to occupy 
one house. Possibilities of 
remunerative work. Agri- 
cultural inspiration and 
direction. 


(6) Curriculum. The amount of 
religious work training re- 
quired. Materials for study 
of village sociology and econo- 
mics. Place of Chinese in the 
curriculum, 


(7) Staff. Special requirements of 
members of the staff. Pro- 
portion of foreigners. Men 
who would be best qualified 
for positions on the staff. 


| (8) Support and Control. The 
relation of the school ¢o the 


churches and missions. Ke- 
lation to the Union Theolo- 
gical College and to Ling 
Naam Agricultural College. 


THE INDUSTRIAL COMMITTEE 


The Proposed Institute of 
Research. 


Social 
The Institute of Social 


Research, the establishment of which. 


was urged by the China Education 
Commission and the need for which has 
been strongly felt by the Social and 
Economic Section of the Universities’ 
Conference and by the Industrial 
Committee of the National Chrietian. 
Council, seems now to be in prospect 
of realization. Various efforts have 
been made to secure support for such 
a project in America, and these have 
recently been unified through the 
Institute of Social and Religious 
Research in New York which has been 
supplied with funds for carrying out 


a preliminary reconnaissance in 
China. 


A committee of which Professor J. 
B. Tayler of Yenching University is 
chairman, is now in process of forma- 
tion; and Dr. Royal Meeker, formerly. 
of the American Labor Bureau and 
later of the International Labor Office 
of Geneva, and now Director of the 
Labor Bureau in the State of Penn- 
sylvania, is on his way to : hina to 
take part in the work of preparing a 
report on the establishment of an 
Institute. ‘The committee is anxious 
to collect and collate al! the scattered 
work of social study and investigation 
which has been done in various parts 
of China in recent years, but much of 
which is only known locally. The 
committee is also anxious to find out 
from various branches of the Christian 
movement in China what are the 
problems on which the various groups 
are most anxious to get light such as 
could be furnished by a Research 
Institute. In addition they are 
desirous of learning what prospects 
there are of cooperation on the part 
of the universities and various local 


‘groups of students and social workers, 


it being the aim of the Institute not 
only to carry on specific inquiries 
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which can only be handled by experts, 
but also to promote and coordinate 
research into social’ cenditions by 
other interested bodies. 


It is desired to make the Institute 
of the highest possible service to the 
Christian movement as a whole and to 
concentrate attention on those pro- 
blems in which Christian workers are 
most interested; but at the same time 
it is desired to establish the most cordial 
relations with Chinese educational and 
government institutions which are 
carrying on, or are interested in 
similar social inquiry. 

The committee of reconnaisance 
will probably meet first in Peking to 
consult with various government and 
Chinese bodies, after which it will 
make such inquiries as seem necessary 
in different parts of the country, and 


finally prepare its report in Shanghai. 


All those who are interested in social 
questions and in such information as 
the Institute if established may be 
able to secure, are requested to com- 
municate with the committee, care of 
Yenching University. The work of 
the committee wil! be greatly facilitat- 
ed if those who have already carried 
out any kind, of social investigation 
would send to Mr. Tayler such printed 
or typed copies of their work as may 
by available. It is hoped that in 
addition to the five or six members of 
the Committee of Reconnaisance who 
will give their time during the forth- 
coming months to this preliminary 
study, that an advisory body of 
Chinese educationalists and public 
men may be formed to insure that the 
Institute shall be founded on lines 
that will be generally acceptable to 
the people of China and that will 
facilitate cooperation with Chinese 
bodies interested in similar matters. 


J. B. Tayler 


Dr. C. T. Maitland, whom the In- 
dustrial Committee has engaged to 
study the White Phosphorus Conditions 
in China has prepared a report based 
on three months’ intensive study both 
by visits paid to the centers and also 
through more thah thirty question- 
naires returned by medical doctors in 
different parts of the city. This 
report in whole or in part may be 
published as a supplement to Christian 
Industry. We hope that it will serve 
as the means of educating the public 


in regard to the need for industrial 
hygiene and sanitary surroundings for 
workers, 


Local Visiis. For the purpose of 
promoting local industrial conferences 
Mr. M, T. Tchou has visited Canton, 
Swatow, Amoy and Foochow. He 
found that both in Hongkong and 
Canton the industrial groups are carry- 
ing forward their work enthusiastica]- 
ly, and that they are well supported 
by the community at large. At the 
present time in these two cities atten- 
tion is being concentrated on ‘‘cultiva- 
tion” work. They are also going to 
undertake a survey along industrial 
lines. In Foochow the industrial 
committee is making good progress. 


Miss Dingman visited Changsha, 
Wuchang, Hankow, and Anking. In 
Changsha she gave lectures on 
industrial subjects. The Wuchang 
committee has a new secretary who 
pledged himself to the promotion of 
industrial work and will make plans 
for a local conference. In Tsinanfu 
they have an important group, some 
members of which are improving 
conditions in their own industries. 
Dr. Hodgkin had informal! talks with 
leaders of the student group and the 
industrial group and raised the ques- 
tion of holding a local conference. 


The Social Survey in Wuchang. Mr. F. 
J. M. Colter has completed his survey 
of the wage earners in Wuci®mg. A 
copy of the result of the survey was 
sent to the office of the National 
Christian Council. Itis an interesting 
study of 4195 families of 63 different 
occupations in regard to their income, 
expenditure, housing conditions, etc. 
Mr. Colter is going to write an article 
for the “‘Christian Industry’’ on the 
conclusions and significance of his 
survey. We will await this with 
interest. 


Conference Literature. The Indus- 
trial Committee has prepared a 
special pamphlet on Local Conferences 
dealing with the aims of, and the 
preparation for the conferences, and 
containing study outlines, bibliogra- 
phies, and suggestions for follow up 
work. This pamphlet we hope will 
soon be ready for use in the local 
centers. 


6.02 


SECRETARIES’ MOVEMENTS. 


Mr. Lobenstine spent most of 
September and October in Shanghai, 
in connection with the work of the 
National Christian Council and the 


‘Council on Higher Education in 


correspondence with the Missions 
regarding the Council’s work and 
financial contributions and atten- 
dance at various meetings and con- 
ferences. He was responsible for the 
calling of the meeting of the Council 
on Higher Education, which met in 
Shanghai on October eleventh. The 
latter part of October and the first 
three weeks in November were spent 
in a trip to Central China in order to 
be present at the opening of the 
newly organized Central China 
University at Wuchang. Five days 
were epent both at Wuchang and. 
Changsha, in connection with the 
work of the Council on Higher Edu- 
cation. Opportunities were afforded 
for meeting the Changsha Missionary 
Association and the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Hunnan Christian 
Council. 


During October Dr. Hodgkin visited 
Peking and Tientsin. In addition 
to the Retreat with Language School 
students at the former place (des- 
cribed elsewhere) he met twice with 
the Student Workers in an intimate 
discussion of their particular pro- 
blems, with the Committee of the 
International Anti-Opium Associa- 
tion to discuss working relations 
with the National Association, and 
with the Religious Education 
workers in a half-day conference. 
In Tientsin he addressed a very 
representative group of Christian 
leaders on the work of the Council as 
a whole. The meeting had been 
called by the Missionary Association, 
and practically all present had met 
in different homes in the city for an 
evening meal prior to the meeting. 
In this way a very friendly social 
atmosphere was developed and the 
meeting was most cordial. Several 
suggestions were made in regard to 
the activities of the National 
Christian Council. In particular it 
was urged that the Council should . 
make a pronouncement on peace. 
This question was. very earnestly 
considered, along with a similar one. 
from Moukden received about the 
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same time. It has not been felt 
possible to take any step in the 
direetion indicated without involving 


the Church ina partisanship. Never- 


theless the whole question of the 
relation of the Council to the 
developing national situation is a 
matter of continued thought and 
prayer by the secretaries as well as 
by Council members generally.” 


About the end of October Dr. C. Y. 
Cheng and Dr. and Mrs. Hodgkin 
left Shanghai for Chefoo. The main 
purpose of the visit was a retreat for 


Christian leaders, but addresses were 


also given to Christian audiences 
both Chinese and foreign, an after- 
noon was devoted to a discussion of 
the Council’s work by Christian 
leaders, and Dr. Hodgkin met with 
the Industrial group and discussed 
proposals for an industrial con- 
ference. Dr. Cheng left for Tientsin 
and Peking, and Dr. and Mrs. 
Hodgkin for Tsinan. In the latter 
place the main work was with Uni- 
versity Students, in reference to 
which an article by Mr. Cady appears 
in another part of the Bulletin. Dr. 
Cheng later visited Tsinan also, and 
another extract from a later Chefoo 
Bulletin tells of his work there. 


In addition to the work in the 
University Dr. Hodgkin addressed 


_& group of factory owners, a govern- 


ment girls’ school, a mass meeting of 
Christians, and on two Sundays the 
foreign congregation. On 
two afternoons he met with the 
retreat group which was organized 
during the visit last March and has 
been meeting ever since. In both 
Chefoo and Tsinan Mrs. Hodgkin 
also spoke to women’s groups. 


During December visits are plan- 
ned by Dr. and Mrs. Hodgkin to 
Canton and Hongkong. In January 
they expect to be in Shanghai and 
Dr. Hodgkin hopes to continue work 
on the book which he started in the 
summer. A visit to Taian postponed 
from last November on account of 
difficulties of travel is also in 
contemplation. 


Reverend K. T. Chung has been 
acting as resident secretary since the 
beginning of the summer, and also 
doing work for. the Rural Church 
Committee and the Anti-Opium 


Committee, and rendering service in 


the reorganization of the office. We 
are glad to announce that he will be 
the Council’s delegate at the West 
China Conference in Chengtu in 
February. The National Anti-Opium 
Association has appointed him a 
special representative in West China 
during his visit there. He will start 
on December 8th and will not return 
to Shanghai until March Ist. The 


‘greater part of the time he is absent 
‘will be spent -in the journey to and 


from Szechuen and at the Conference, 
with possibly some visits to centers 
in the province as the Szechuen 
Christian Council may arrange. 


In connection with Dr. Cheng’s work 
for the Chinese Home Missionary 
Society, he is expecting to visit 
Yunnan during the month of January. 
On his way south he expects to make 
short calls at a few centers but not to 
do any public work. On his return 
journey, however, he expects during 
February to spend afew days in each 
of the following centers: Hongkong, 
Canton, Swatow, Amoy, and Foochow, 
where he hopes to be joined by Mr. 
Lobenstine in order to have local group 
meetings in connection with some 
problems referred to the Committee 
on the Indigenous Church. 


DR. HODGKIN AND DR. CHENG 
VISIT CHELOO UNIVERSITY. 


Extracts from the Cheloo Weekly 
Bulletins. 


It may be interesting to readers of 
this paper to see these accounts from 
Tsinan of the work of our two 
Secretaries at Cheloo University. 


Dr. Hodgkin’s Work at the University. 
(Contributed by Mr? Cady) 


“The work of Dr. Hodgkin during 
the eight days between November 9th 
and November 16th, wher he gave 
himself especially to the religious 
needs of the University, aroused wide 
and sustained interest on the part of 
students and faculty alike. 


‘“The response on the part of the 
students to both the morning addresses 


and the evening discussion hours, was 


highly gratifying. After the second 
morning it became véry evident that 
the audience in the chapel from 
morning to morning was almost 
identica],, the seats being closely filled 
right up to the front. Thete was the 
keenest attention evident 
eagerness for the closely thought out 
and illuminating messages which 
followed day after day on the Spirit of 
Religion. At the evening discussion 
hour there was the same evidence of 
solid and eagerly inquiring interest. 
Again, one was struck by the 
momentum of the meetings and the 
identity of the gatherings from evening 
to evening, showing that each person 
was there because he wanted to be, 
because he was getting something and 
wanted to get even more. 


After the first evening—which 
naturally had to be more or less 
introductory in nature, and in which 
Dr. Hodgkin outlined his ideas on the 
use of the discussion hour and urged 
upon students that they bring their 
questions with complete fearlessness 
eo long as they represented a real 
problem either to themselves or to 
other students in accepting Christ- 
ianity—the questions poured in thick 
and fast. The questions grouped 
themselves mainly about certain larger 
problems, and as the number of 
questions accumulated Dr. Hodgkin 
was able to reply, not in detail but by 
going back to fundamental! principles 
which would serve as a basis for the 
answering of individual question’ and 
would give a line of thought which 
the student could himself pursue. 
The most important of these ‘central 
problems which were opened up by 
student inquiries were the questions 
of how God inspired the writers of the 
Bible, the relation of the personal 
experience and the Divine Spirit in 
the process of revelation, how Christ 


redeems from sin, the relation of the — 


immediate work of God and the 
subjective psychological experience in 
prayer, and the relation between our 
personality and the personality of 
Christ. Further, many questions 
arose out of the morning lectures, 
among the most keenly discussed of 
which were the questions relating to 


the conflict of national duty and — 


international morality, and the 
application of Christ’s method of love, 
such as by, non-violent resistance. 
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The splendid response to Dr. 
Hodgkin’s messages and to his appeal 
to bring forward their difficulties was 
in large measure due to the soundness 
of Dr. Hodgkin’s conception of the 
right approach to student religious 
experience through the door of the 
mind, and the fearless way in which 
he went into the heart of the most 
vexing ethical problems, combined 
with his spirit of utter candor and 
frankness, and his’ ever present 
attitude of complete respect for the 
personality and thought of the 
questioner and the opinions of those 
who might differ from him. Not 
only did his religious message lead at 
once into uncompromising ethical 
consequences, but his ethical message 
also always led into the deepest 
religious faith and reality. 


The expressions of the students 
informally and in their farewell 
reception, as well as the evidence of 
the meetings themselves, showed that 
without doubt Dr. Hodgkin’s work 
has made upon the thinking and the 
religious convictions of the students 
the deepest impression of anything 
that has been done in the University 
in recent years. No estimate should 
fail to give credit to the superb 
interpretation done by Dr. Li in the 
morning addresses and by Dr. Hou 
and Mr. Lo in the evening discussion 
hours. Further, the Christian leaders 
among the students, especially the 
officers of the Christian Association, 
have thrown themselves whole- 
heartedly into the work of the prepara- 
tion and conduct of the meetings in a 
way which must mean much for their 
powers of leadership during the rest 
of the year, in addition to the 
contribution they made to the success 
of this special object. But, most of 
all, we cannot be too grateful for what 
Dr. Hodgkin himself through his 
personality and message, was able to 
do for the whole University through 
these meetings.” 


The Visit of Dr. C. Y. Ch’eng. 


**The University is especially happy 
to welcome Dr. Ch’eng Ching Yi on 
his first visit to Tsinan since his two 
years’ absence in America. While 
his original plan to accompany Dr. 
Hodgkin could not be carried out, we 
are very glad that in spite of the 
extreme difficulties and hardships 


of travel at this time Dr. Ch’eng 


pushed through to Tsinan. 


‘“He comes in a double capacity; 
as a warm and loyal friend of the 
University, anxious to render us such 
assistance as is possible, through 
preaching for the students and in 
informal consultation with the 
University officers and others; and as 
a Secretary of the National Christian 
Council promoting the special 
objectives set by that body during 
this year. His engagements at the 
University between November 26th 
and 30th included an address on 
Wednesday, preaching at the service 
on Sunday the 30th, and also a series 
of informal lecture-discussion hours 
under the auspices of the School of 
Theology, on “The Indigenous 
Church,’”’? ‘‘The Yunnan Missionary 
Society,” and ‘“The National Christian 
Council.’’ These sessions, held on 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, 
were largely attended by theologues, 
Student Volunteers, and other Arts 
students interested in Christian work, 
and proved tremendously stimulating 
to independent thinking, and pro- 
ductive of. interested participation 
and questioning on the part of the 
students. 


‘In the city, Dr. Ch’eng is meeting 
with church leaders in the interest of 
organizing a sub-committee of the 
Commision on the Indigenous Church, 
for the study of that problem, and 
developing interest and support for 
the National Home Missionary 
Society, now doing work in Yunnan 
and Heilungchiang and beginning a 
survey in Mongolia preparatory to 
home missionary work there.” 


Cheloo Weekly Bulletin Nev. 29. 


NOTES AND COMMENTS 
(a) The Week of Prayer 


The call from The World Evange- 
lical Alliance for the observance of 
the Week of Prayer was sent out last 
month to missionaries and Chinese 
leaders all over the country. The 


Chinese translation of the original 


call has been adapted in order to meet 
the needs and the background of what 
might be termed the average Christian 
congregation in China, and an attempt 
has been made to put the whole into 


simpler language, but the main lines 
and the general spirit of the call 
remain the same as in former years. 


Our earnest hope is that this call 


may be observed not simply in a 


formal way, but the opportunity may 
be taken to help Christian ¢congrega- 
tions to understand more of what 
intercession realiy means, to take 
their share in this world-wide effort, 
and to feel more keenly their fellow- 
ship with Christians in all parts of 
the world in the great common 
aspirations of the believing heart. 
Let us especially avoid any idea that 
we need to have as it were a mass 
movement of prayer in order to bring 
results. Uniting in prayer all over 
the world will be a great expression 
of the unity of the faith if it is 
carried out in the right way. At the 
same time, it is possible for such an 
effort to degenerate into the kind of 
prayer which our Lord Himself 
Criticized when he spoke of the 
Pharisees who thought that they 
would be heard for their much 
speaking. 


The International Missionary Coun- 
cil has also sent out a.call for a world 
wide effort of prayer this year. This 
was published in the Bulletin for 
October, 1923. The hope lying 
behind this is that in all lands men 
and women may realize more keenly 
the universal opportunities which 
confront the Christian Church and 
the especial dangers of thisage. The 
National Christian Council hopes this 
call by the International Missionary 
Council may be used along with that 
of the World Evangelical Alliance as 
a summons to very earnest intercession 
for the work of the Church and for the 
omen of the Kingdom of Christ on 
earth. 


The following suggestions for the 
observance of this week have been 
sent out all over the country: 


1. Sunday Sermce. The pastors 
and preachers of all _ the 
churches in China are requested 
to use the suggested texts on 


January 4, 1925, for their 
sermons, 

2. Week Day Prayer. All the 
churches, schools, hospitals, 


Y. M.C. A.’s, Y. W. C. 
and any other Christian organ- 
izations are requested to use the 


cone 
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same time. It has not been felt 
possible to take any step in the 
direction indicated without involving 
Never- 
theless the whole question of the 
relation of the Council to the 
developing national situation is a 
matter of continued thought and 
prayer by the secretaries as well as 
by Council members generally.’ 


About the end of October Dr. C. Y. 
Cheng and Dr. and Mrs. Hodgkin 
left Shanghai for Chefoo. The main 
purpose of the visit was a retreat for 


Christian Jeaders, but addresses were 


also given to Christian audiences 
both Chinese and foreign, an after- 
noon was devoted to a discussion of 
the Council’s work by Christian 
leaders, and Dr. Hodgkin met with 
the Industrial group and discussed 
proposals for an industrial con- 
ference. Dr. Cheng left for Tientsin 
and Peking, and Dr. and Mrs. 
Hodgkin for Tsinan. In the latter 
place the main work was with Uni- 
versity Students, in reference to 
which an article by Mr. Cady appears 
in another part of the Bulletin. Dr. 
Cheng later visited Tsinan also, and 
another extract from a later Chefoo 
Bulletin tells of his work there. 


In addition to the work in the 
University Dr. Hodgkin addressed 


@ group of factory owners, a govern- 
ment girls’ school, a mass meeting of 


Christians, and on two Sundays the 
veguiar foreign congregation. On 


‘two afternoons he met with the 


retreat group which was organized 
during the visit last March and has 
been meeting ever since. In both 
Chefoo and Tsinan Mrs. Hodgkin 
also spoke to women’s groups. 


During December visits are plan- 
ned by Dr. and Mrs. Hodgkin to 
Canton and Hongkong. In January 
they expect to be in Shanghai and 
Dr. Hodgkin hopes to continue work 
on the book which he started in the 
summer. A visit to Taian postponed 
from last November on account of 
difficulties of travel is also in 
contemplation. 


Reverend K. T. Chung has been 
acting as resident secretary since the 
beginning of the summer, and also 
doing work for. the Rural Church 
Committee and the Anti-Opium 


Committee, and rendering service in 


the reorganization of the office. We 
are glad to announce that he will be 
the Council’s delegate at the West 
China Conference in Chengtu in 
February. The National Anti-Opium 
Association has appointed him a 
special representative in West China 
during his visit there. He will start 
on December 8th and will not return 
to Shanghai until March Ist. The 


‘greater part of the time he is absent 
‘will be spent in the journey to and 


from Szechuen and at the Conference, 
with possibly some visits to centers 
in the province as the Szechuen 


Christian Council may arrange. 


In connection with Dr. Cheng’s work 
for the Chinese Home Missionary 
Society, he is expecting to visit 
Yunnan during the month of January. 
On his way south he expects to make 
short calls at a few centers but not to 
do any public work. On his return 
journey, however, he expects during 
February to spend afew days in each 
of the following centers: Hongkong, 
Canton, Swatow, Amoy, and Foochow, 
where he hopes to be joined by Mr. 
Lobenstine in order to have local group 
meetings in connection with some 
problems referred to the Committee 
on the Indigenous Church. 


DR. HODGKIN AND DR. CHENG 
VISIT CHELOO UNIVERSITY. 


Extracts from the Cheloo Weekly 
Bulletins. 


It may be interesting to readers of 
this paper to see these accounts from 
Tsinan of the work of our two 
Secretaries at Cheloo University. 


Dr. Hodgkin’s Work at the University. 
(Contributed by Mr; Cady) 
“The work of Dr. Hodgkin during 


the eight days between November 9th 


and November 16th, wher he gave 
himself especially to the religious 
needs of the University, aroused wide 
and sustained interest on the part of 
apt and faculty alike. 


“The response on the part of the 
students to both the morning addresses 


and the evening discussion hours, was 


Religion. 


highly gratifying. After the second 
morning it became véry evident that 
the audience in the chapel from 
morning to morning was almost 
identical), the seats being closely filled 
right up to the front. Théte was the 
keenest attention and _ evident 
eagerness for the closely thought out 
and illuminating messages which 
followed day after day on the Spirit of 
At the evening discussion 
hour there was the same evidence of 
solid and eagerly inquiring interest. 
Again, one was struck by the 
momentum of the meetings and the 
identity of the gatherings from evening 
to evening, showing that each person 
was there because he wanted to be, 
because he was getting something and 
wanted to get even more. 


After the first evening—which 
naturally had to be more or less 
introductory in nature, and in which 
Dr. Hodgkin outlined his ideas on the 
use of the discussion hour and urged 
upon students that they bring their 
questions with complete fearlessness 
eo long as they represented a real 
problem either to themselves or to 
other students in accepting Christ- 
ianity——the questions poured in thick 
and fast. The questions grouped 
themselves mainly about certain larger 
problems, and as the number of 
questions accumulated Dr. Hodgkin 
was able to reply, not in detail but by 
going back to fundamenta! principles 
which would serve as a basis for the 
answering of individual! questions and 
would give a line of thought which 
the student could himself pursue. 
The most important of these ‘central 
problems which were opened up by 
student inquiries were the questions 
of how God inspired the writers of the 
Bible, the relation of the personal 
experience and the Divine Spirit in 
the process of revelation, how Christ 
redeems from sin, the relation of the | 
immediate work of God and the 
subjective psychological experience in 
prayer, and the relation between our 
personality and the personality of 
Christ. Further, many questions 
arose out of the morning lectures, 
among the most keenly discussed of 
which were the questions relating to 
the conflict of national duty and — 
international morality, and the 
application of Christ’s method of love, 


such as by non-violent resistance. 
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The splendid response to Dr. 
Hodgkin’s messages and to his appeal 
to bring forward their difficulties was 
in large measure due to the soundness 
of Dr. Hodgkin’s conception of the 
right approach to student religious 
experience through the door of the 
mind, and the fearless way in which 
he went into the heart of the most 
vexing ethical probiems, combined 
with his spirit of utter candor and 
frankness, and his ever present 
attitude of complete respect for the 
personality and thought of the 
questioner and the opinions of those 
who might differ from him. Not 
only did his religious message lead at 
once into uncompromising ethical 
consequences, but his ethical message 
also always led into the deepest 
religious faith and reality. 


The expressions of the students 
informally and in their farewell 
reception, as well as the evidence of 
the meetings themselves, showed that 
without doubt Dr. Hodgkin’s work 
has made upon the thinking and the 
religious convictions of the students 
the deepest impression of anything 
that has been done in the University 
in recent years. No estimate should 
fail to give credit to the superb 
interpretation done by Dr. Li in the 
morning addresses and by Dr. Hou 
and Mr. Loin the evening discussion 
hours. Further, the Christian leaders 
among the students, especially the 
officers of the Christian Association, 
have thrown themselves  whole- 
heartedly into the work of the prepara- 
tion and conduct of the meetings in a 
way which must mean much for their 
powers of leadership during the rest 
of the year, in addition to the 
contribution they made to the success 
of this special object. But, most of 
all, we cannot be too grateful for what 
Dr. Hodgkin himself through his 
personality and message, was able to 
do for the whole University through 
these meetings.” 


The Visit of Dr. C. Y. Ch’eng. 


**The University is especially happy 
to welcome Dr. Ch’eng Ching Yi on 
his first visit to Tsinan since his two 
years’ absence in America. While 
his original plan to accompany Dr. 
Hodgkin could not be carried out, we 
are very glad that in spite of the 
extreme difficulties and hardships 


of travel at this time Dr. Ch’eng 
pushed through to Tsinan. 


‘He comes in a double capacity; 
as a warm and loyal friend of the 
University, anxious to render us such 
assistance as is possible, through 
preaching for the students and in 
informal consultation with the 
University officers and others; and as 
a Secretary of the National Christian 
Council promoting the special 
objectives set by that body during 
this year. His engagements at the 
University between November 26th 
and 30th included an address on 
Wednesday, preaching at the service 
on Sunday the 30th, and also a series 
of informal lecture-discussion hours 
under the auspices of the School of 
Theology, on “The _ Indigenous 
Church,” Yunnan Missionary 
Society,” and National Christian 
Council.’’ These sessions, held on 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, 
were largely attended by theologues, 
Student Volunteers, and other Arts 
students interested in Christian work, 
and proved tremendously stimulating 
to independent thinking, and pro- 
ductive of. interested participation 
and questioning on the part of the 
students. 


‘*In the city, Dr. Ch’eng is meeting 
with church leaders in the interest of 
organizing a sub-committee of the 
Commiiesion on the Indigenous Church, 
for the study of that problem, and 
developing interest and support for 
the National Home Missionary 
Society, now doing work in Yunnan 
and Heilungchiang and beginning a 
survey in Mongolia preparatory to 
home missionary work there.”’ 


Cheloo Weekly Bulletin Nev. 29. 


NOTES AND COMMENTS 
(a) The Week of Prayer 


The call from The World Evange- 
lical Alliance for the observance of 
the Week of Prayer was sent out last 
month to missionaries and Chinese 
leaders all over the country. The 
Chinese translation of the original 
call has been adapted in order to meet 
the needs and the background of what 
might be termed the average Christian 
congregation in China, and an attempt 
has been made to put the whole into 


simpler language, but the main lines 
and the general spirit of the call 
remain the same as in former years. 


Our earnest hope is that this call 
may be observed not simply in a 
formal way, but the opportunity may 
be taken to help Christian congrega- 
tions to understand more of what 
intercession really means, to take 
their share in this world-wide effort, 
and to feel more keenly their fellow- 
ship with Christians in all parts of 
the world in the great common 
aspirations of the believing heart. 
Let us especially avoid any idea that 
we need to have as it were a mass 
movement of prayer in order to bring 
results. Uniting in prayer all over 
the world will be a great expression 
of the unity of the faith if it is 
carried out in the right way. At the 
fame time, it is possible for such an 
effort to degenerate into the kind of 
prayer which our Lord Himself 
Criticized when he spoke of the 
Pharisees who thought that they 
would be heard for their much 
speaking. 


The International Missionary Coun- 
cil has also sent out a call for a world 
wide effort of prayer this year. This 
was published in the Bulletin for 
October, 1923. The hope lying 
behind this is that in all lands men 
and women may realize more keenly 
the universal opportunities which 
confront the Christian Church and 
the special dangers of this age. The 
National Christian Council hopes this 
call by the International Missionary 
Council may be used along with that 
of the World Evangelical Alliance as 
@ summons to very earnest intercession 
for the work of the Church and for the 
coming of the Kingdom of Christ on 
earth. 


The following suggestions for the 
observance of this week have been 
sent out all over the country: 


1. Sunday Service. The pastors 
and preachers of all the 
churches in China are requested 
to use the suggested texts on 


January 4, 1925, for their 
sermons. 

2. Week Day Prayer. All the 
churches, schools, hospitals, 


Y.M.C. A.’s, Y. W. C. A.%, 
and any other Christian organ- 
izations are requested to use the 


- 


— 
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topics of the week of prayer 
for the subject of their devotions 
from January 4 to January 10, 
1925, inclusively. 


3. Inter-Church Prayer Meetings. 

| The churches of different deno- 
minations working in the same 
city are requested to hold joint 
prayer meetings for the whole 
Christian constituency of the 
church in a place convenient for 
all, or take turns at each of the 
local churches. The local 
Christian Council is requested 
to arrange for such joint meet- 
ings. 


4. Emphasis on Meditation. The 
chairmen of the meetings are 
requested to announce the 
topics for prayer and to get 
necessary explanations in order 
to secure the interest of the 
participants and ask as many of 
them as possible to take part 
in the public prayer, but at 
the same time long prayers are 
not desirable. 


(b) Kiating Christian Council 


News has come of the good work 
done by the Kaiting Christian Council, 
a body which came into existence asa 
result of the National Christian 
Conference in 1922. The membership 
includes all the three Chri-tian bodies 
working in the city—C. |. M., ©. M. 
M., and A. B. F.M. Duringthe Fire 
God Festival which was unusually 
popular this year people came from 
places hundreds of miles away. The 
Council secured a strategic site for its 
booth which could be seen by all the 
crowds attending the open air 
theatricals. The effort at this time 
closed the spring and winter’s work. 
United services were held and a 
meeting of the preachers and pastors 
of the three churches was held 
fortnightly. Plans were set on foot 
for further evangelistic and other work 
during this autumn. The Council 
sent a contribution towards the 
expenses of the National Christian 
Council long before the appeal for 
funds was issued. 


(ce) Local Federations 


We are very glad to know of this 
fine piece of federation work, one of 
many in different parts of the country. 
We should like to have information 


sent in from many other centers. 
a number of places a questionnaire is 
being sent asking for information on 
the following points: 


1. Area covered 

2.. Bodies cooperating 

8. Method of representation. (En- 
close constitution if possible) 

4. Aims 

Work actually accomplished 


6. Problems under consideration 
or which ought to be taken up 
by the organization 


7. Isthere an Executive Secretary, 
Chinese or foreign, and if so, 
how is he supported? 

8. What is the budget and how is 
it raised? 

9. What relation does the federa- 
tion hold to other bodies .such 
as: local education association ; 
pastors’ association; The Nat- 
ional Christian Council? 

10. What can the National Chris- 


tian Council do to help the 
federation? 


11. Please note any matters of 
special interest which have 
arisen since the formation of 
the federation, indicating 
either the difficulties to be 
faced, the opportunities which 
it has been possible to seize, or 
special causes leading either to 
advance or decline the 
activities of the organization. 


If any reader of the Bulletin is in 
touch with such a local federation 
which has not received a direct inquiry 
we should be very grateful to have the 
information sent to us. In this way 
you will be able to serve both the 
local federation and the Council which 
is dependent upon the cooperation of 
people all over the country. 


(d) Chinese in Korea 


It is not perhaps generally known 
to missionaries and other workers in 
China that a vigorous piece of work 
for the Chinese resident in Korea has 
been going forward for some years. 
The work was taken up by Mrs. 
Deming, a daughter of the late Mr. 
Adams of Hankow and _ wife of 
Professor Deming in the Theological 
Seminary at Seoul. She has 


To 


the 


backing of a committee consisting of 
three Methodist and three Presby- 
terian missionaries and these missions 
are backing the work financially. 
In addition to this, Mrs. Deming 
herself has raised a good deal of 
money for the work. A fine plant 
has now been bought for the church 
and school in Seoul and another in 
Chemulpo. Quarters have been rented 
in two other cities. The Chinese 
Christians, possibly influenced by the 
Koreans, have attained to a very large 
degree of self-support, and there are 
many very encouraging features in 
connection with this effort. Wesend 
our best wishes to these workers and 
trust that from time to time informa- 
tion in reference to their work may 
reach the churches in China. It is a 
happy thing that our two friends who 
are devoting this year to a study of 
the rural church will be shortly 
proceeding to Korea, more particular- 
ly to study the development of the 
Korean Church in the ceuntry 
districts, and we believe that their 
visit will be a great stimulus and 
help to the groups of Chinese pe f 
tians referred to above. 


(e) The West China Christian Con- 


ference 


The General Conference which is to 
be held in Chengtu from January 
14-18 is of very great significance for 
the Christian Church in West China. 
And when we say West China let us 
remember that it means one-fourth 
of the population of China. It is 
significant because it is the first 
gathering in which all the churches 
were represented. There had been 
missionary meetings before but not 
church meetings. It will be a 
delegated meeting. It will face the 
problems after careful ctudy. 

Rev. Donald Fay is acting as 
chairman of the Committee of 
Arrangements which represents all 
the missions and churches. It will 
be the largest gathering of church 
leaders which has met in any section 
of China since the National Christian 
Conference in 1922 and will be ‘able 


to build on the experience of that 


meeting and on the work of the | 
National Christian Council since that 
time, 


The Council will be represented i 
one of its full-time secretaries; Rev. - 


ary 
| 
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K. T. Chung, who will be absent for 
some three months from Shanghai 
and will visit en route as many 
centers as possible. 


(f) Committee on the Church and the 
Home 


At the last meeting of the Com- 
mittee on the Church and the Home 
the members all felt keenly that there 
should be careful thinking and 
earnest work on this question of the 
homé-life, and that we need all the 
help we can possibly get. They 
therefore decided to enlist all the 
Organizations which are in a position 
to help, such as the Y. M.C. A., the 
Y. W. C. A., The Council on Health 
Education, the W. C. T. U., institu- 
tional churches, educational forces, 
ete. Some of the above mentioned 
organizations have been approached 
informally, and the response has 
been more than encouraging. 


A letter of appeal will be presented 
to principals of both boys’ and girls’ 
achools, calling attention to the 
school’s responsibility towards stud- 
ents as future home builders, 


Literature on the home: Literature 
on different aspects of home life is 
being gathered, and Miss Fan is 
trying to make a list of the different 
pamphlets and articles with a digest 
ofeach. This list will be sent to any 
who are interested and who will 
write to her or. to the National 
Christian Council, asking for it. 


(g) The National Christian Council 
view 


We welcome month by month the 
National Christian Council Review 
published by the Indian Council. It 
contains many articles which have 
value for us in China as well as for 
those for whom they were originally 
written. The paper may be said to 
combine some of the features of the 
Ghinese Recorder with those of our 
own Bulletin. The October number 
deals largely with opium and contains 
an article on the China Council by 
one of the Indian Secretaries. In 
this article the salient features of the 
Council’s work are brgught out very 
clearly. Great attention is being 
given to Rural Kducation in India 
and country workers would find it of 
great. advantage to subscribe to the 
Review and get the suggestions which 
appear from time to time on this 


topic. The subscription price of $2.00 
could be forwarded to us in the Mis- 
sions Building and we will send on 
such subscriptions as may reach vs. 
Our heartiest good wishes go to our 
friends in India who are bound very 
closely with us not only in the fight 
against opium, but in the great con- 
structive tasks of the Church in 
facing the problems of devolution and 
naturalization. 


NOTE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


At present we have a list of about 
fifty correspondents, each of whom 
has voluntarily sent in his name as 
being wishful to serve the Council by 
taking and reading the Bulletin, 
passing on _ information locally, 
securing fresh readers for our litera- 
ture and in other ways. 


We greatly welcome this coopera- 
tion. We believe there are many 
more who are not so enrolled but 
who are as a matter of fact, so acting. 
From any of these we value sugges- 
tions which may help us better to 
serve the Missions and the church in 
China. 

This month we would call attention 
especially to the following points: — 


1. The Week of Prayer. We hope 
plans are already on foot for the 
observance of this, as it would now be 
very late to make them. 


2. The Week of Evangelism, especial- 
ly the following up of this by the 
observance of the ““Go to church 
Sunday ’’ which has been found a 
very helpful plan in many places. 


3. The Anti-opium Campaign, espe- 
cially for action leading to public 
opinion which may affect the 
decisions of the peace conference and 
for observation in regard to planting 
of the poppy and agitation when the 
plants are still young ffor its 
uprooting. 


Will correspondents also be on the 
look out for the material in reference 
to the raising of $10,000.00 from the 
Chinese Churches for the N. C. C, 
Budget? This effort is primarily in 
the hands of our Chinese secretaries 
and leaders all overthe country. But 
a little encouragement, a reminder, 
some practical suggestions may be 


very helpful in putting across a 
successful appeal. 
Any offers from new correspondents 


will be warmly appreciated. The 
duties and privileges are: — 


(1) Be responsible to see that in- 
formation re the N.C.C, is circulated 


among missionaries and local church 
members. | 


(2) Secure subscribers for the 
China for Christ Bulletin and the 
English Bulletin. 


(3) Help in the distribution of 
literature. 


(4) Correspond re visits to the 
centre, special efforts such as the 
Japanese earthquake fund, &c. 


(5) Receive and read the English 
Bulletin (free to correspondents). 


This month we wish to welcome 
two new correspondents to our group, 
Mr. T. P. Chang, Asiatic Petroleum 
Company, Chungking; and Dean R. 
Wickes, American Board Mission, 
T’unghsien, near Peking, and to 
thank them for their willingness to 
help us in our work. 


LITANY OF THE CHURCH. 


O God, the Father of glory, who 
didst give Jesus Christ thy Son to be 
the chief corner stone of the Church; 


\ 


Have mercy upon us. ‘ 


O Christ, Head of thy Body the 
Church, which thou didst purchase 
with thy blood; 


Have mercy upon us. 


O Spirit of holiness and truth, who 
wast given to be the sanctifier and 
guide of the Church, 


Have mercy upon us. 


O Holy, blessed, and _ glorious 
Trinity, who ordainest thy Church to 
be one, even as thou ait one; 


Have mercy upon us. 


Remember not, Lord, our offences, 
nor the offences of our forefathers, 
neither forsake us for our sins: spare 
us, good Lord, spare thy people whom 
thou hast redeemed with thy precious 
blood and take not thy Holy Spirit 
from us. | 


Spare us, good Lord. 


' 
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By thy building of thy Church 
upon the rock; by thy promise that 
the gates of hell should not prevail 
against it; by thy purchase of the 
Chureh by thy precious blood; and by 
thy gift of the Holy Ghost and the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven, 


Good Lord deliver us. 


From friendship with the world, 
from the lust of power, and from the 
worship of mammon, 


Lord, save thy Church. 


From discord, disunion, and 
division; from the guilt of schism and 
the sin of separation; from rending 
the seamless robe and dismembering 
the sacred body, 

Good Lord, deliver us, 

From envy and strife; from pride 
and predjudice; from sectarianism 
and stubbornness; and from whatever 
may hinder godly union and concord, 


Lord, save thy Church. 


From forsaking our first love; from 
unfaithfulness in tribulation; from 
toleration of untruth and uncleanness; 
from failing to hold fast the things 
that thou hast committed to us; from 
having a name that we live when we 
are dead; from falling in the hour of 
temptation; and from being neither 
hot nor cold. 


Good Lord, deliver us. 


We, thy humble servants do 
besesch thee, O Lord, that it may 
please thee to receive our supplica- 
tions for thy Church that it may be 
truly one, holy and catholic; 


We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord, 


That it may please thee to purge 
the Church from all error, unbelief 
and want of faith; that it may be the 
pillar and ground of the truth. 


We beseech thee to hear us. 


That thy Church may be delivered 
from all scandal, sin and shame; from 
complicity with wrong and compro- 
mise with evil; from inconsistency, 
wavering and fear; that it may shine 
as a light in the world and be as a 
city set on a hill; 


We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 


That thy Church may preach the 
gospel to every creature, set forth the 
truth that makes men free, and so lift 
up the cross of Christ that all mankind 
may be drawn together unto him; 


W'e beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 


That thy Church may remember the 
sheep that are not of the fold, seek 
out the wandering and the lost, 
proclaim the forgiveness of sins to the 


penitent, keep a heart of compassion 


for all mankind, and defend the cause 
of the poor and the oppressed ; 


We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 


That thy Church may remember to 
hear what the Spirit saith so that it 
may teach only as it learns; to follow 
Christ as it would lead mankind; to 
be itself the example of what it would 
commend to-all societies and states of 
men; 


We beseech thee to hear us good Lord. 


That it may be granted to thy 
Church to unite the nations of the 
world in one family, to bring 
deliverance to the peoples and to 
vather all thy sheep together that 
there may be one flock and one 
shepherd ; 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord, 


© Eternal God, the Father of 
spirits and the Lover of Souls, who 
didst send thy Holy Spirit upon thy 
Church on the day of Pentecost and 
hast promised that he shall abide with 
it for ever; let that same spirit lead 
us into all truth, defend us from all 
sin, enrich us with his gifts, refresh 
us with his comfort, rule our hearts in 
all things, and lead us in the way 
everlasting through the same Jesus 
Christ our Lord who with thee and 
the same Spirit, liveth and reigneth 
one God, world without end. Amen, 


From Dr Ochard’s ‘* Devotional 
Services ?? by permission, 


BEAR YE ONE ANOTHER’S 
BURDENS. 


The political situation in the 
country still calls us to frequent 
prayer that out of all the uncertainty 
and rivalry a new day for China may 
dawn. We need to pray for the 
proposed peace conference to be held 
in about three months, that the right 
issues may be discussed, that dele- 
gates may be lifted above personal 
and party motives, that there may be 
an atmosphere of earnestness and 
harmony, that the things which 


belong to the peace of China may be 
clearly seen and strenuously sought. 
Let us remember in particular our 
fellow-Christians who are called to 
grave responsibilities that they may 
hold forth the word of truth and 
seeing Christ clearly as their Leader 
may worthily magnify His holy 
Name in all they say and do. 


The problems confronting the 
Chinese Home Missionary Society 
call for earnest prayer. Let us 
remember Dr. C. Y. Cheng in the 
responsible and arduous task to which 
he has been called, as also the 
Committee in Shanghai and the 
missionaries in the field, 


The West China Conference, to 
which reference is made elsewhere in 
the Bulletin, should be specially 
remembered by us all. It is an 
opportunity for counsel and spiritual 
uplift which comes rarely and which 
must mean a great deal in the 
development of the Church in 
Szechuen. Let us seek that Rev. K, 
T. Chung may be given living mes- 
sages for those gathered there and 
that all his visits to the west may be 
blessed to himself and those he 
meets. 


In the Anti-opium campaign we 
can but rely on prayers that those 
things which seem impossible with 
men may be accomplished by the 
power of God. May we remember 
this matter especially in connection 
with the plans for the resettlement 
of China and the abolition of the 
militaristic regime with which the 
opium cultivation is so closely bound 


up. 


Dr. Tayler and his colleagues will 
be starting soon on their work in 
connection with the proposed Insti- 
tute for Social and Economic 
Research. Let us remember them 
and pray that out of this plan may 
grow much that will work for the 
lifting of burdens—the release of the 
bound. 


Let us give thanks to God for the 
many openings which come to us 
through the eager questionings and 
discussions on religious things and 
pray that all Christian workers in 
China may know how to meet 
students and others affected by the 
anti-Christian movement, 
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